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5 Vizslas, were selected to represent Team GB this year

2 Smooth Haired: Hunterstone Rhea and Hunterstone Uno, handled by Shirley Mattravers the Team Captain and Mac Mattravers, respectively.

3 Wire Haired: Zoldmali Hope of Zoltarous (Tarka) and Zoltarous Lupin (Forest) both handled by Zoe Dicker and Zoldmali Vanda Canalgame (Chilly) handled by Francis Briley

We all travelled, independently, to Italy, the furthest of us driving 1,090 miles to the venue, taking two days, but passing though some glorious countryside, including the Alps.

We arrived at our “home” for the week, Al Giuggiolo,Agriturismo B&B. The team had taken all the rooms in the house and the dogs were given free rein to run around in the large garden whenever we weren’t competing, giving us all a much needed break. The hosts Flavio and Daniela could not have been more welcoming and provided delicious fresh homemade pastries for breakfast every morning, even at 5 a.m. on Field Days.
Our Team all arrived in time for the Opening Ceremony on Thursday Evening, which was a really well organised affair with all Teams taking to the stage with their dogs and the playing of National Anthems. A Captains’ Meeting then followed, by which time, for some of the teams, it was retiring early to bed ready for the 5 a.m. start next day. 

We met at 5.30 a.m, leaving for the fields at 6 as soon as it became light enough to start work, because of the temperatures later in the day.
The Wire Haired dogs had to run in separate batteries, as they are classed as a different breed in Italy, so we had our (Shirley & Mac Mattravers’) Smooth Haireds in a different group from the rest of the Team.
Conditions at our “Battery” were difficult. All of the game was truly wild as the location was a Nature Reserve. The first two dogs just did not catch up to the game, the birds were very wiley and ran at the slightest sound. Then dog number 3,  Chilly Via Lucis, handled by Petr Zoubek, (Czech Republic) who ran beautifully, wide and fast in the true continental style, came on a bird and pointed solidly. The handler flushed the bird and fired a shot with a starting pistol to honour the bird away. The dog was steady and was given a cold bird retrieve which he completed well and was later awarded a “First Excellent,” the top award of the day.When it was Rhea’s turn to run she certainly did not disgrace us, running much wider and faster than many of the dogs that had gone before her. Nearing the end of her run she came on to a solid point and I was told by the judge to flush the bird, but she could not locate the bird (the judge later told me that he had seen the bird, a very old, wise, cock pheasant, run down the deep ditch and that was why she couldn’t locate it). So we had missed our chance for an award that day. Uno also ran hard and fast and both dogs were commended by the judge, but again, at the end of her run, a pheasant flushed just to the right of her and she was deemed to have missed game, so nothing for her either. In fact there were no more full HPRs in our battery that day such were the conditions.
When we returned to the meeting point our Wire Haired members informed us that they had no awards either, but Zoe’s Tarka had found, pointed and flushed quail, Zoe shot the pistol and Tarka then completed a cold game retrieve nicely.  The judges then asked for her to run on, she found and indicated more quail which unfortunately lifted before she had gone on solid point and so her run was over.  Forest ran extremely well, fast and wide, unfortunately, on his run no game was found, the judges asked to see him again after the rest of the group had run.  On his second run the terrain was more difficult with high cover, it was by this point raining hard with lightening visible ahead.  He again ran well but sadly there was no game despite positive comments on his performance from the judges.   

Unfortunately there were no awards at all for Wire Haired dogs that day.We were told that the other Smooth Haired batteries had produced one more First Excellent and a Very Good for the Czech Republic, plus a Second Excellent for Germany and a CQN 3 for Italy, so Czech Republic were the team to beat at the end of day one.
Day 2 was the Water Test and Conformation.

All of Team GB completed the Water with 4 scores of Excellent and 1 Good.

Conformation Scores were also Excellent or Very Good, confirming that our dogs would be of “Breeding Standard” in  Europe, as well as their Working Excellence.

That Evening was the Gala Dinner which was attended by all the Teams and was a fantastic, Social Event, with unofficial prizes being awarded for, among others, Furthest Vizsla (Shirley & Mac Mattravers) and Best Dancers which was shared jointly by our Francis Briley and Monique van Rozendaal of the Netherlands for their rendition of “Summer Nights, from Grease.” With the dinner not finishing until 12 it was a struggle to start again at 5.30 the following morning, but we were on the Field at 6 o’clock for the final day’s competition.
Day 2 was even harder in our Battery and there were no awards given at all, but  Zoe Dicker had a great morning. Tarka ran extremely well in her first run but found no game.  Forest had a good run but was distracted by a hare (and possibly the more unusual local wildlife, a large rodent called a coypu, a type of capybara).  Tarka was recalled for a second run, she again ran well, finding and pointing a hen pheasant and completing a cold game retrieve.  She was graded Excellent and gained second place in the wirehaired vizsla group that morning.  This boosted our score enormously and put Zoe in joint 7th place overall (out of 42 Dogs, so a great result).  Hungary gained 2 First Excellents and Italy a Very Good. Team Serbia finally found some birds and were awarded a First Excellent, Third Excellecnt and Very Good. This, along with their top Water and Conformation Scores (All Excellents) put them into First Place.
All of the scores were so close that had one more of our dogs completed the HPR with even a Very Good Score it would have pushed us up to at least Third Place, but it was not to be.

Awards were given, as follows:

First Place: Team Serbia (Wire Haired)

Joint Second Place: Czech Republic and Hungary (Smooth Haired)

Third Place: Italy (Smooth Haired)

Joint Fourth – GB (Mixed) and Germany (Smooth Haired)
Fifth – Netherlands (Smooth Haired)
Sixth - Italy (Wire Haired)
Seventh – Switzerland (Smooth Haired)
The Individual Winner was hotly contested with 3 dogs on the same final score: 

Pazmandi Pipacs Bogi, handled by Janos Varga (Hungary)

Nemzet Kincse Saman, handled by Tim Ngoetra (Hungary)

Anouk von der Sonnenansicht, handled by Lazslo Pap.

There were 2 “Barrages” then carried out in front of 3 Judges who assessed the dogs for Style and Temperament and they decided that Bogi of Hungary was the Best Dog. Janos Varga was therefore awarded the Best Solo Trophy which is a beautiful Hunting Collar mounted on a wooden plinth.
The Closing Ceremony followed with commitment given to hold the 2021 EU Cup in the Czech Republic for the first time ever and 2022 would be back in Hungary the birthplace of our Breed. The venue for 2020 is still uncertain with many calls for GB to host, but we graciously declined until we are better prepared for such a huge commitment.

I would like, once again, to thank our very generous sponsors ACME Whistles  who donated personally engraved Silver Sleeved Whistles for each competitor, along with one for the Host, in Italy, Mariella Michelon. Skinner's Pet Foods  who donated Embroidered Shirts and Trousers for everyone. Gundog Lanyards who not only donated Red, White & Blue Lanyards for Team GB, but also Italian coloured Lanyards for the Host Team, “In the Country,” in Kent also donated Gilets and Trousers, with embroidery arranged by Canal Game Farm, providing us with the smartest gear of any team, what a pity there was no "best turned out" prize.
