Hungarian Vizsla Club
Open Field Trial at Flimwell, Kent
Date: 8th November 2025
Judges: Mr S Pleasance (A Panel) & Mr N Wroe (B Panel)
Chief Steward:  S Mattravers
Picking Up: Colin Fletcher & Dakota

This trial took place in undulating open fields of fodder crop, with some work done along hedgerows at the margins. There had been torrential rains overnight and the crop was very wet. Although unseasonably warm throughout the day, it was not till the afternoon that the crop had dried out, so that in the morning it had been very uninviting for birds which might had been expected to be enjoying the warmth of the sun. The morning’s work was hindered in large part by the absence of wind, other than on the starting higher ground, which had a favourable headwind. In the lower fields during the morning, what wind was available was inconsistent in direction. Back on the upper slopes in the afternoon, the wind was stronger and more consistent, if generally worked as a backwind. There was ample game about to provide opportunities for dogs but the difficult scenting conditions provided for a difficult day. We were able to make three awards on the day.
1st: No. 9 Zoldmali Irka-Firka at Canalgame (D) (HWV) – F Briley
The dog’s first run was on the lower slopes, with three sides bounded by tall trees. The sun had not warmed this area and the crop was very wet. The wind was very light and variable, but when stronger it tended to be a backwind. The dog covered the ground well and altered its pace according to the wind and its direction. No birds were encountered.
On the higher ground in the afternoon, with a more consistent back wind, this ground was holding more birds in a drier crop, the day having warmed considerably. The dog worked very well, taking an extended bite of ground and working with pace and drive across the beat, edge to edge, and back to the handler with a pleasing style. The dog came onto a staunch point, stopping immediately on scent when previously at pace. The dog held the point for some time while the guns got into position. The dog produced the bird on command and was steady to shot and fall. The hen pheasant was retrieved from the cover which was very dense at the point of fall. The dog was handled minimally and quietly throughout. A most accomplished piece of work.
2nd: No. 10 Tickencote Getaway (D) (GWP) – R Bows
In lining up for its first run into open fields, with a light back wind, the dog came immediately onto a staunch point into the hedge line of a deep, wooded gully. The dog was asked to produce, and was steady to flush, but the cock pheasant flew out of the trees behind the guns and was not shot. The dog was then asked to hunt the ground ahead, which it did with pace and drive. The wind was very light and variable but the dog found the wind but no birds were encountered.
On its second run on higher ground comprising similar crops, with a more consistent backwind, the dog hunted methodically back towards its handler having been sent quite a distance downwind. The dog came onto point at some distance from the handler and the guns but held the point until asked to flush. The dog was steady to flush shot and fall, and made a good find and delivered tenderly to hand.
3rd: No. 12 FT Ch Bonario Fagiana (B) (BI) – A Parr
The dog was the last to run on these lower round-one slopes in the wet cover crop. There was a faint but discernible backwind. The dog was sent a considerable distance downwind almost to the far boundary and was worked back to the handler in a single bite of ground, without missing any ground. The left-hand side was bounded by a grass margin then hedge, the right-hand side being open field. The dog, with minimal handling, kept within the confines of the guns which were widely spaced. Though an accomplished performance the dog was not rewarded with game and the run was blank.
On the higher slopes in the second round, the wind was stronger if still generally from behind. The beat was of the same crops as enjoyed by all the dogs, but the width narrowed alongside a headland, until a right-hand corner into more crop was encountered. The transition and change of wind direction was handled well. The corner was well-worked with no ground missed, and the dog was rewarded with game, coming onto point. The dog was asked to produce and was steady to flush, shot and fall, delivering tenderly to hand.
Guns’ Award:  No. 1 Vizellven Eks Wizard (D) (HV) - J Froome
I am indebted to A Panel Judge, Steve Pleasance for giving me the benefit of his extensive knowledge and experience today, and for his advice and encouragement. It was a thoroughly enjoyable day in good company. I would like to thank all the participants to the trial for being so sporting throughout a difficult the day. I would also like to thank the HVC for inviting me to judge. I would also like to thank the host and the guns and everyone who contributed to a well organised and successful trial. As ever the hospitality was excellent.
Nigel Wroe (BP 3727)


